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The Meaning of Palm Sunday:  

The Beginning of the Holy Week Journey  

Today we observe Palm Sunday and the beginning of the Chris-
tian tradition of Holy Week. Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem 
being hailed by the crowds as an honored prophet. He spends 
the week teaching and preaching in direct conflict with the tem-
ple authorities. Thursday night He shares his last supper with the 
disciples, perhaps as part of a Passover meal, and leaves for us 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. He goes to pray in the gar-
den of Gethsemane and there is arrested when Judas betrays 
him. His swift trial leads to torture, mocking, humiliation and a 
painful death from crucifixion.  

 

The church has chosen to use this Sunday to begin the story of 
the Passion of Our Lord so that the congregation may begin to 
reflect on the events of Holy Week. In the ancient church this 
week was the period of preparation of candidates for baptism 
and the Season of Lent grew up as an expanded version of this 
preparation period.  

 

Today we recall in brief the events leading to our Savior’s be-
trayal. As we move through the week, we have opportunity to 
reflect on how far God has gone in providing for our salvation. 
Thursday we remember the Last Supper with a service of Holy 
Communion. On Good Friday, we recall the crucifixion as the 
Service of Tenebrae takes us into the shadows and allows us a 
glimpse of the impact God’s choice involved.  
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Palm Sunday 
March 28th, 2021 9:00am 

 
The Prelude  
The Greetings    
The Processional Gospel Lesson       Mark 11:1-11 

 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his 
disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring 
it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immedi-
ately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 
outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they al-
lowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who 
went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor 
David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  11Then he entered 
Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went 
out to Bethany with the twelve.  
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The Thanksgiving & Blessing of the Palms  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 
The Blessing of the Palms  

 
Lord Jesus Christ, as you took possession of your city on a 
beast of burden so now enter our hearts as we hear and re-
ceive your Word. Bless these palm branches. May they re-
mind us of your glorious entry and your faithful willingness 
to suffer and die for us. Inspire us to discern you in your 
coming and to hail you as our King. You are the Lord forev-
ermore. Amen.  

 
The Distribution of the Palms  

 
The Ushers shall distribute the Palms as we prepare to welcome 

Christ once again into our lives.  
 
The Processional  

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna to the son of David!  
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The Opening Hymn                                  ELW 344 
                    All Glory, Laud, and Honor 



 

7  

The Passion According to Mark     Mark 15:1-39 [40-47]
  

1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consul-
tation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. 
They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
He answered him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests ac-
cused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have 
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against 
you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 
amazed. 6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner 
for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7Now a man called 
Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and be-
gan to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 
9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, 
“Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 
14Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wish-
ing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and af-
ter flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace 
(that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called to-
gether the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put 
it on him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, 
and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him,  
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they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the 
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the fa-
ther of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to 
the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a 
skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but 
he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his 
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should 
take. 25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they cruci-
fied him. 26The inscription of the charge against him read, 
“The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two 
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the 
King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we 
may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him 
also taunted him. 33When it was noon, darkness came over 
the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone 
ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a 
loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the tem-
ple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he  
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The Sermon                              Pastor Jamie 

breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” [40There were also women looking on from a dis-
tance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 
41These used to follow him and provided for him when he 
was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had 
come up with him to Jerusalem. 42When evening had come, 
and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day be-
fore the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected mem-
ber of the council, who was also himself waiting expectant-
ly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were al-
ready dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him 
whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned 
from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to 
Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a 
stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.] 
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Hymn of the Day           ELW 346 
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 
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The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pi-
late; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spo-
ken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
The Prayer of the Church 

 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
...We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Offertory Prayer  
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you 
meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany 
us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 And also with you. 
 
The Offering 
The Offertory 



 

13  The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Preface  
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Fa-
ther, almighty and ever-living God.  But chiefly we are bound 
to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord:  for he 
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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Words of  Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
the bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, poured out for you and for all people for the 

The Sanctus 
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The Invitation 

The Lamb of God 

The Communion Blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 
pray...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory; forever and ever.  Amen. 
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You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve 

your neighbor. God bless you that you may be a blessing, in 

the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 

 

The Benediction   
The Sending      
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
We will! Thanks be to God. 
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The Sending Hymn                                  ELW 347 
Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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Known to be hospitalized or in need of prayers 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

Robert Scheifla, Elliana Meyers, Bob Simonson, Zach, 

Deborah Wilczak, Bob Gozdziak Sr., Carol McClintock, 
Linda Green, Ann Hoffman The Family and friends of Paul 
Wotherspoon 

Announcements for the bulletins are due at noon on Wednesday. 
Good News articles are due on the 15th of every month.  

 
In person office hours by appointment only. 

Phone Call Hours: Monday:9am-Noon 
Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 

We will remove names from the prayer list after four weeks 
unless informed otherwise. 

Current Worship Schedule on Sundays: 
9:00am– Drive in Worship Service 
10:30am– In Person/ Online Streamed Service 

3/21 Giving: 2468.00 

Please note, starting Monday April 5th, we will be returning to 
regular office hours 9 to 2 Monday through Thursday. 
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Sunday 3/28 9:00am Drive in Service 

Sunday 3/28 10:30am In person/ online service 

Sunday 3/28 - Bud Burkhardt’s Fastnachts 
Sale 

Sunday 3/28 - Sunday School Easter Egg 
Hunt 

Tuesday 3/30 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Thursday 4/1 7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 4/1 7:30pm Queen City Chordsman  
Rehearsal 

Friday 4/2 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday 4/3 5:30pm In person/online service 

Sunday 4/4 7:00am Easter in person/ online  
service 

Sunday 4/4 9:00am Easter drive in service 

Sunday 4/4 10:30am Easter in person/ online  
service 

Calendar of Events 
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In the past for Lent we have given out Lenten coin folders for 
collection. This year, we will be collecting a special donation for 
the youth group here at St. John’s. If you would like to 
participate, please send any donations to the church and mark 
that it is for the Youth Group Lenten Collection  
 
In lieu of Easter Flowers this year, any extra donations to the 
church in honor or memory of someone will go towards 
communion supplies. Names of loved ones you would like to 
honor will still be included in the Easter Bulletin.  
 
We will be resuming Saturday Worship Services on Saturday, 
March 27th @ 5:30pm in the sanctuary upstairs.  

Confirmation Dates: 
All meetings at 11:30am 
 
Sunday April 11th 
Sunday April 25th 
 
Sunday May 9th 
Sunday May 23rd 

Sunday June 6th 
Sunday June 20th 

If would like your email included on our church email list, 
please write it down and put it in the offering plate.  
 
If you would like the monthly “Good News” newsletter 
emailed to you instead of physically mailed, please write your 
name and email with a note and put it in the offering plate. The 
Good News issues are also available on the website 
(stjohnslanc.org). 
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If you are a member and do not have offering envelopes please 
place your name and contact information on the list in the 
narthex.  Once you place your information  on the list then our 
financial team will contact you to set up your envelopes.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
Find us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster to keep up to date with 
information and connect with other members of our 
congregation! 

2021 Envelopes are available for pick up 

If you would like to receive communion elements the sanctuary 
will be open Wednesday evenings by appointment only. Contact 
Pastor Jamie at 716-848-9683 if you are interested. 

Thank you to the youth who helped make soup for our fundrais-
er and for all of those who supported our youth! 

Easter Schedule 
 
7:00am In person/ Online service 
9:00am Drive in service 
10:30am In person/ online service 



 

22  MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an inviting  

environment for spreading God’s Word through worship,  
teaching and fellowship  to address the spiritual needs  

of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

David Anthony, President (435-8635) 
Kathy Konstabel, Vice-President (364-1044) 

Karen McClintock, Secretary (683-1808)  
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer (583-1061 ) 

Linda Dean (683-5638) 

Cheryl Helwig (668-8760) 
Sharon Keller (683-8744) 

Jamie Kloc (353-1613) 
Megan Miller ( 684-0961) 
David Nester (681-9716) 
Gary Rudz (829-9618) 

Kelly Sieracki (868-3023) 
Janet Sincebaugh (651-4685)  

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of copyright   
licenses #100090-S from Augsburg Fortress Publishing and CCLI#3084450. 

 
Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 

Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson 
-Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue 

Lancaster, NY 14086 
Office 683-8972 

www.stjohnslanc.org, stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 

Office Phone Hours Monday:9am-Noon Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 
In person office hours by appointment only 


