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Another Bills football season is almost here. I’ve been a 

fan as long as I can remember and every season without 
fail I get excited for the action to start. I keep track of 
player transactions, watch the preseason games and 

read about how training camp is going. All in the hopes 
of having a better idea of how well the team will do 

when the season starts. A funny thing happens while I'm 
preparing for the season to start, I always become quite 
optimistic about their chances to have a good year. It 

doesn't matter the players that have left or the struggles 
that the team is facing I find reason to bill-eve. Far, far 
more often than not however my optimism is misplaced, 

the team struggles, loses more games than they win and 
my self and other fans are left hoping that next year is 

better. I have a feeling that a lot of the things we place 
our hope in have their limitations as well. Everything 
here on Earth has its limits and when we put our faith in 

those things then we find those limits sooner or later 
and end up disappointed. God is truly the only one we 
can put our faith into and not be disappointed. Isaiah 

40: 
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of  the ends of  the 

earth. He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of  the weak. 
 Even youths grow tired and weary,  and young men stumble and 
fall;  but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. 



God is always there for us. God is always loving us, car-

ing for us, a saving us and freeing us from the chains 
that bind us. Because of that God is always giving us 
things to be hopeful about, to be optimistic about. God is 

doing amazing things in this world. Healing the sick, 
feeding the hungry, bringing new life out of death those 

are real reasons to be optimistic. So while the things in 
this world will eventually all let us down (Even the 
Bills) God never will.  That doesn't mean we cant find 

joy in the day to day things of life but it does mean that 
those things aren't what we pin our hope on.  
 

So when the Bills season kicks off I’ll be watching. I’ll be 
cheering for the team and hoping for the best. But I’ll al-

so try to remember it’s just a game, and not to get too 
upset when things don’t work out. I suppose that is one 
of those hidden gifts of God, that those things that dis-

appoint us in this world are small compared to all the 
ways in which God never lets us down. So run with per-
severance the race set before you, with God by your side 

you have reason to be optimistic. 

 

Peace, 

Jamie 



Mission Message 
Migrant Solutions 

Perhaps you heard that the ELCA pronounced itself a 

sanctuary denomination at the recent churchwide as-

sembly. That means that we are committed to walk with 

migrants and assist them in any way we can. However, 

what if life weren’t so cruel back in their home coun-

tries? What if they had a secure job and steady income? 

Maybe they wouldn’t have to leave home at all. And 

what about the many who are being sent back to the 

place from which they tried to escape gang violence, do-

mestic abuse, poverty? 

 

Though the migration crisis is daunting, there is hope. 

In Honduras, the ELCA supports the Lutheran World 

Federation and the Mennonite Social Action Committee 

to assist returned migrants with vocational support. A 

kiosk at a bus terminal where many migrants arrive 

provides them with humanitarian aid, hygiene kits, and 

other essential resources.  The Mennonite organization  



gives mental health care, educational training and life-

skills workshops, such as business plans, investments, 

and human rights. Over 900 people have been helped 

through this program. A few examples: One man who 

was unsuccessful in reuniting with his family in the US 

was given seed money and education to start a pig farm; 

a young woman was trained in cosmetology and given 

resources to start a home business; another man was 

able to expand his woodworking business, obtaining 

new equipment and registering his home business so he 

could sell goods beyond Honduras. 

 

Your mission support to the ELCA helps programs like 

this to walk with the migrants and provide sanctuary, 

right in their own home towns. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s 

Work. Our Hands. 







and reminders 

Announcements 



Prayer Shawl Ministry Group 

Prayer Shawl will start meeting on Sunday September 
8th after the 9am worship service. We are always 

looking for new members, and are also in need of 
donations of baby yarn. Check the church calendar for 

our meeting dates! 

September 8th, November 3rd, January 5th, March 1st, 

May 3rd 

I would like to personally thank the 42 people 

that attended the Lutheran Charities Night at 
the Bison’s Baseball Game. Out of the 196 
people that through Lutheran Charities, St. 

John’s  purchased the most! If you were not in 
attendance you missed a good ballgame, spectacular 

fireworks, and an opportunity to enjoy fun and 
friendship with other members of St. John’s. Let’s try to 

double or triple the response next year!  ~Greg Wildridge 

The Sunday School students and teachers participated in 

raising funds for the ELCA’s “God’s Global Barnyard” 
program. They were able to donated enough to gift 2 
chickens, 1 piglet, and 1 goat to communities around the 

world! Thank you so much to all who donated, and check 
out the ELCA’s website for more information about 

“God’s Global Barnyard.” 



Whodunit Mystery Dinner Theatre by 
Lutheran Charities of WNY. 

When: November 8th, 2019 @ 6:00pm 

Where: Ripa’s Restaurant 

     4218 Walden Ave 

     Lancaster, NY 14086  

  

A fun evening of great food, live theatre and a chance to 

help solve a “crime". Doors open at 6:00 p.m. $49 in-
cludes the performance, dinner and beverages. Artisan 
desserts for sale, basket raffles and door prizes add to 

the fun! Seating is limited!  

The Quilters wanted to share some of the amazing 

work that has been done through their ministry. 16 
Lutheran churches in the area were able to put together 
899 quilts, 205 personal care kits, 137 baby care kits, 

100 school kits, 14 blankets, 57 pounds of soap and a to-
tal 247 boxes. All of these are donated to families across 

the world who are in need through the Lutheran World 
Relief organization. The wonderful quilters here at St. 
John’s were able to complete 112 quilts, which resulted 

in 18 boxes packed, and 330lbs of fabric. Our quilters 
worked tirelessly to make this happen and love the work 
that they do. If you are interested and able to join in the 

quilters as they start the quilts for NEXT year, any help 
and donations are greatly appreciated—no experience 

needed! 





Council Corner 
A message from Council members 

The summer continues to be as full of activity as it is hot. We 
are happy to let you know about some of what’s been going on. 

We are continuing our “spotlight” of St. John’s and this moth 
we are pleased to shine the spotlight on Sexton Mike Walker. 

Please take time to read our “spotlight” and get to know more 
about Mike. 

 
Our online presence has received a welcome face-lift. Abby 

built a new website which is both beautiful and easy to follow. 
You should check it out when you get a chance. Also we have 

begun to stream our services live on the internet. You can 
watch them live as they happen or later on. Now you can con-

tinue to be a part of Church even when you are away. 
 

We are also happy to say “pardon our dust”. There are lots of 

projects happening in and around St. John’s. The office is mov-
ing along with it’s remodel, it’s been painted, the furniture ar-

rived and we are just waiting on carpet installation. The old 
church sign has been removed in preparation for the new one 

to be installed. Landscaping work is underway at the parson-
age and more work is set to be done there as well including a 

long overdue new roof. Our “dust” is a sign that we are busy 
and we are happy to be busy maintaining the gifts God has giv-

en us. 
 

There is of course more activity on the way so stay tuned to 
this space to keep up to date. Until next month 

God’s blessings to all from your congregational council   



Time to celebrate 

Happy birthday 

Stacie Dudkowski 9/1 

Alivia Funk 9/2 

Harvey Beal 9/4 

Joann Thaesler 9/4 

James Heine 9/6 

Garth Kraemer 9/6 

Anna Priester 9/6 

Marcianna Rogacki 9/6 

Bonnie Schraufstetter 9/6 

Grant Domogala 9/7 

Andrew Gordon 9/7 

Mark Hardy 9/7 

Lila Fecher 9/8 

Francesca Kotowski 9/9 

Cynthia Krathus 9/9 

Alexa Mitola 9/9 

Adam Wojtusiak 9/10 

Alexandra Aldinger 9/11 

Marilynn Cameron 9/11 

Carol Smith 9/11 

Rae Ann Jakubowski 9/12 

Melvinea Bummer 9/13 

Russell Granata 9/13 

Sandra Hauser 9/13 

Melody Jones 9/13 

Emma Ludwig 9/13 

Samantha Gierlinger 9/14 

Arno Konstabel 9/14 

Lindsay Miller 9/14 

Amanda Thornton 9/14 

Marjorie Heim 9/15 

Nicholas Reif 9/15 

J. Richards 9/15 

Jenna Drake 9/16 

Janet Engelbach-Schafer 

9/16 

John Haefner 9/16 

Kyle Graff 9/17 

Zoey Harrington 9/17 

Patrick McGuire 9/17 

Kayla Rose 9/17 

Kaydence Lavis 9/18 

James Salge 9/18 

Thomas Forbes 9/19 

Russell Granata 9/19 

Kathy Konstabel 9/19 

Gregory Kwaczala 9/19 

Daniel Rice 9/19 

Karen Rose 9/19 

Miia Dembski 9/20 

Kodie Burns 9/21 

Judy Fiorella 9/21 

Melinda Fuller 9/21 

Quinn Salge 9/21 

Erin Sheehan 9/21 

Jamie Larson 9/22 

Geraldine Long 9/22 

Christine Hoffmann 9/23 

Steven Kohlhagen III 9/23 

Gayle Schrutt 9/23 

Jonathan Gillen 9/24 

Karen McGuire 9/24 

Susan McHale 9/24 

Amy Sheehan 9/25 

John Swanson 9/25 

Anthony Maki 9/27 

Madalyn Mayer 9/27 

Jeanette Fuerst 9/28 

Kathryn Snyder 9/28 

Alex Lindauer 9/29 

Corrine Rudz 9/29 

Charles Snyder 9/29 

Genie Rohl 9/30 



Congrats to another year! 
Anniversaries  

 

 

 

 

Roger & Tracy Guarino 9/1 

William & Ellen Hardy 9/1 

Anthony & Jolene Cervi 9/2 

Charles & Cynthia Krathaus Jr. 9/3 

Donald & Sandra Hauser Sr. 9/4 

Michael & Karan Durkin Jr. 9/6 

Anthony & Heidi Popek 9/10 

David & Kelly Sieracki 9/10 

Robert & Diane Woodwill 9/11 

Thomas & Gail Petschke 9/12 

Roy & Marlene Stutzman 9/12 

Katherine & Ethan Thomas 9/15 

Paul & Corrine Rudz 9/17 

Gerald & Rebecca Landahl 9/18 

Arno & Dorthea Konstabel 9/19 

Jeffrey & Suzanne Miller 9/19 

Steven Kemna & Marilynn Cameron 9/20 

John & Irene Haefner 9/25 

Alan & Christine Ruffner 9/25 

John & Jennifer Cuttitta 9/30 



and staff 

Yellow Pages 

Bunny Boteler Bunny’s Motor Sports (small engine repair) 684-7650 

Julie Buccieri Lancaster Lady Monsters  (youth lacrosse 
league)  

807-5732 

Mike Durkin  HDE Electric                   674-7259 

Darlene Kramer Cleaning & Laundry, Errands                           937-4179 

David Nester Handyman          681-9716 

Rachel Poss Partylite Candles & Gifts/Parties  491-4393 

Christine Ruffner Usborne Children’s Educational Books          656-2056 

Michael Sheehan Computer & Software Sales                  937-9815 

Tim Stranc (TSAir) Heating & Air-Conditioning    684-9854 

Brian Makey  Thrivent Financial Representative 

Brian.makey@thrivent.com 

714-9852 

Anthony Santucci Walden Auto Sales & Service 683-2901 

Yellow Pages 

Staff Members 

Rev. Jamie Retallack  Pastor 848-9683 

Rev. John Swanson Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. John Scarafia Pastor Emeritus 

 

Dr. Vicky Chang Director of Music   

Donna McGrew Financial Secretary                    

Abby Mandris Church Secretary                           860-7881 
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