
 

   

The Invocation 

The Prelude 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
January 3rd, 2021 

The Opening Hymn          ELW 289
                        Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who was in the 
beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us 
with justice and mercy. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we 
have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have 
turned away from your invitation to new life. We have 
turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your 
abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and 
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who 
came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us 
all our sins, not through our own work, but through Jesus 
Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the 
manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of 
your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect 
your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Reading                   Ephesians 1:3-14  
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 
set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 
having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 
12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel         John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
            Glory to you, O Lord  

 

26[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.] 10He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified 
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
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Message             Pastor Jamie 

The Hymn of the Day           LBW 56
                    The First Noel 
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The Sharing of the Peace 

The Apostles Creed                                                           
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descend-
ed into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascend-
ed into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

The Prayer of the Church   
 

Each petition ends with  
Hear us O God, your mercy is great. 

 
...Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Offertory                                        

The Offertory Prayer  
 
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing 
joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at your banquet 
table, that with all who welcome your birth we may 
proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 
pray...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory; forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Preface 
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
towards those who hunger, that all may know your care, and 
prepare us to feast upon your mercy; Jesus Christ, the bread 
of life.   

The Words of Institution 
 
   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

9  The Lamb of God                                                                      

The Blessing 
 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once 
again fed us from your very self with the body and blood of 
Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your 
promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 

The Sending Prayer   
 
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with 
good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day 
through the Word made flesh. Amen. 



 

10  The Benediction   
The Sending      
 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! We will! Thanks be to God! 

The Sending Hymn                  LBW 67
                    Away in a Manger 
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Known to be hospitalized or in need of prayers 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

If you are a member and do not have offering envelopes please 
place your name and contact information on the list in the 
narthex.  Once you place your information  on the list then our 
financial team will contact you to set up your envelopes.  

Robert Scheifla, Elliana Meyers, Bob Simonson, Zach, Jim 
Moon, Ann Garbutt, The Friends and Family of John Swetland, 
Sue Valios, Carol McClintock 

Announcements for the bulletins are due at noon on Wednesday. 
Good News articles are due on the 15th of every month.  

In person office hours by appointment only. 
Phone Call Hours: Monday:9am-Noon 

Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 

We will remove names from the prayer list after four weeks 
unless informed otherwise. 

Current Worship Schedule on Sundays: 
9:00am– Drive in Worship Service 
10:30am– Online Streamed Service 

Follow us on Facebook! 
Find us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster to keep up to date with 
information and connect with other members of our 
congregation! 

Total Weekly Offering 12/27: $1171.00 

2021 Envelopes are available for pick up. 
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If would like your email included on our church email list, 
please write it down and put it in the offering plate.  
 
If you would like the monthly “Good News” newsletter 
emailed to you instead of physically mailed, please write your 
name and email with a note and put it in the offering plate. The 
Good News issues are also available on the website 
(stjohnslanc.org). 

Our 2021 Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 24th at 11:30am. We will be meeting as normal, with an 
option to attend online. Council will be meeting to discuss 
details soon. 

Confirmation Dates: 
 
Sunday January 10th  
(No meeting Sunday January 24th due to the congregational 
meeting) 
 
Sunday February 7th 
Sunday February 21st 
 
Sunday March 7th 
Sunday March 21st 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an inviting  
environment for spreading God’s Word through worship,  
teaching and fellowship  to address the spiritual needs  

of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

Linda Dean, President (683-5638) 
Kathy Konstabel, Vice-President (364-1044) 

David Anthony, Secretary (435-8635) 
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer (583-1061 ) 

Karan Durkin (655-3502) 
Cheryl Helwig (668-8760) 
Sharon Keller (683-8744) 

Jamie Kloc (353-1613) 
Megan Miller ( 684-0961) 
David Nester (681-9716) 
Allen Quillen (997-9818) 

Gary Rudz (829-9618) 
Kimberly Wawrowski (681-3255) 

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of copyright   
licenses #100090-S from Augsburg Fortress Publishing and CCLI#3084450. 

 
Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 

Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson 
-Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue 

Lancaster, NY 14086 
Office 683-8972 

www.stjohnslanc.org, stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 

Office Phone Hours Monday:9am-Noon Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 


