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Meaning of Good Friday 
 

 "TENEBRAE" is a Latin word which means shadows.  It is 
the name given to the ancient night and early morning services 
of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  
 The most conspicuous feature of these services is the 
symbolism of candles placed near the altar. The bare altar, 
stripped of all its liturgical appointments, recalls how Christ was 
stripped of His garments during His passion. 
 During the Service, the candles are gradually extinguished, 
reminding us how the people of this world, including Jesus' own 
disciples, denied, betrayed, and deserted our Lord, until only one 
candle remains - the Christ-Candle - a symbol of our rejected 
Lord all by himself crying out:  “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1) 
 The Christ-candle, still lit, is carried away and the Church is 
plunged into complete darkness, symbolizing Jesus' death and 
burial.  The door is slammed after the bell tolls 33 times.  This is 
called the "strepitus" (which means "harsh sound") and stands 
for humankind's violent rejection of Jesus by executing Him. 
 After the noise, there is silence.  During the silence the 
Christ-candle emerges.  The burning Christ-Candle is a symbol 
of the ray of hope which anticipates the glorious Easter Morning 
when the women went out to the grave. 
 When you "depart in peace," please do so in SILENCE 
without vocal greeting or words to anyone in order to maintain 
the mood of Tenebrae for others and yourself. 
 This Tenebrae Service is a modern adaptation of several 
rites.  We use this ancient symbolism so the people of God can 
journey with their Lord through His Passion and Death to His 
ultimate triumph and victory over the powers of darkness. 
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Good Friday 
7:00PM               April 2nd, 2021 

 
 

Reading from Isaiah 53:2-5 

 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a 
root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we 
should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we 
should  desire him. He was despised and rejected by others; 
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him of no account. Surely he has borne our infirmi-
ties and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him strick-
en, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises 
we are healed. 
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Hymn                                    LBW 123 
       “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” 
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The Confession and Forgiveness 
 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 
fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life. Amen 

 The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen 

 

  
 I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 

heaven, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I 
pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 
my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen 

 The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 

  
 
 
 

When the prayer of confession concludes,  
please remain seated for a period of silent meditation  

on the cross of Jesus Christ. 
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Behold the life-giving Cross on which was hung the  
salvation of the whole world. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
 O God our Father, by the cross of your Son you reconciled 

the world to yourself,  enabling us to live in love and              
harmony.  We thank and praise you for the forgiveness of 
sins and  the precious gift of peace.  Help us to forgive each 
other and to establish justice and concord throughout the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Psalm 4        read responsively 
 
Answer me when I call, O God of my right!  
You gave me room when I was in distress. Be gracious to 

 me, and hear my prayer.  
How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?  
How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?  
But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;  
the Lord hears when I call to him.  
When you are disturbed, do not sin;  
ponder it on your beds, and be silent. 
Offer right sacrifices,  
and put your trust in the Lord.  
There are many who say, "O that we might see some good! 
Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!"  
You have put gladness in my heart  
more than when their grain and wine abound.  
I will both lie down and sleep in peace;  
for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 
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Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest         John 18:1-11 
 

1[Jesus] went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley 
to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disci-
ples entered.2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the 
place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So 
Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came 
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, 
knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5They answered, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who 
betrayed him, was standing with them. 6When Jesus said to 
them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. 7Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking 
for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, 
“I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let 
these men go.” 9This was to fulfill the word that he had spo-
ken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave 
me.” 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck 
the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s 
name was Malchus. 11Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 
back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Fa-
ther has given me?” 

 

* The first candle is extinguished * 
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Hymn                                    LBW 109 
            “Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 1” 

Peter’s Denial                  John 18:12-27 
 

12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrest-
ed Jesus and bound him. 13First they took him to Annas, 

who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that 
year. 14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that 
it was better to have one person die for the people. 15Simon 
Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disci-
ple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into 
the courtyard of the high priest, 16but Peter was standing 

outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to 
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded 
the gate, and brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter,  
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“You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He 
said, “I am not.” 18Now the slaves and the police had made 
a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing 
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing 
with them and warming himself.19Then the high priest ques-
tioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teach-
ing. 20Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I 
have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where 
all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in se-
cret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I 
said to them; they know what I said.” 22When he had said 
this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the 
face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high 
priest?” 23Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify 
to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you 
strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the 
high priest.25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 
himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his disci-
ples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26One of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden 
with him?” 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the 
cock crowed.  

 

* The second candle is extinguished * 
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Hymn                                   LBW 106 
               “In the Hour of Trial vs 1” 

Jesus Before Pilate          John 18:28-40 
 

28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquar-
ters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did not 
enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and 
to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them 
and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 
man?” 30They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, 
we would not have handed him over to you.” 31Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to 
your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put 
anyone to death.” 32(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said 
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
  33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned 
Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or  
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did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a 
Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have hand-
ed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were 
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my king-
dom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” 38Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”  
  After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and 
told them, “I find no case against him. 39But you have a cus-
tom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40They 
shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-
bas was a bandit.  

 

* The third candle is extinguished * 

Hymn                                    LBW 109 
            “Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 2” 
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Pilate Condemns Him            John 19:1-7 
19:1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the 
soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and 
they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept coming up to 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on 
the face. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I 
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no 
case against him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is 
the man!” 6When the chief priests and the police saw him, 
they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case 
against him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has 
claimed to be the Son of God.” 

 

* The fourth candle is extinguished * 
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Hymn                                    LBW 117 
       “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded vs 1 and 4” 
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Jesus is Sentenced to Death         John 19: 8-16 
  

 8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ev-
er. 9He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, 
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no an-
swer. 10Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak 
to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, 
and power to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You 
would have no power over me unless it had been given you 
from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is 
guilty of a greater sin.” 12From then on Pilate tried to release 
him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are 
no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king 
sets himself against the emperor.” 
  13When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out-
side and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone 
Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of 
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said 
to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15They cried out, “Away 
with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 
“We have no king but the emperor.” 16Then he handed him 
over to them to be crucified.   
 
 

 
* The fifth candle is extinguished * 
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Hymn                                    LBW 115 
               “Jesus, I Will Ponder vs 1 and 3” 
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Jesus is Crucified            John 19: 16-22 
  

So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he 
went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in 
Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and 
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the 
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King 
of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.’ ” 22Pilate answered, “What I have written I have writ-
ten.”  

 

 
* The sixth candle is extinguished * 
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Hymn                                      LBW 92 
                      “Were You There vs 1-3” 
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Jesus Gives Up His Spirit      John 19: 23-30 
    

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each sol-
dier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one an-
other, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will 
get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says,  
 “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
  and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
25And that is what the soldiers did.  
  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the dis-
ciple took her into his own home. 
  28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, 
he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A 
jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to 
his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It 
is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

 

 
* The seventh candle is extinguished * 
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Lesson              Isaiah 52: 13-15 
 

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted 
up, and shall be very high.  Just as there were many who 
were astonished at him - so marred was his appearance, be-
yond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mor-
tals - so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their 
mouths because of him; for that which had not been told 
them they shall see, and that which they had not heard they 
shall contemplate. 

Hymn                                          LBW 109 
                 “Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 3” 
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Prayer before the Cross 

 God of mystery and wonder, because we know the ending of 
the story, it’s tempting for us to ignore the darkness of this 
day. 

 It’s tempting for us to go about our business as  usual. 
 It’s tempting for us to move too quickly to the dawn of 
 light on Easter morning. 
 
 But give us courage and strength on this day to live for a 

while in the darkness, 
 to set aside comfort and pleasure, to feel the darkness in 

which so many of your children dwell,  the darkness into 
which your son Jesus entered. 

 

 As we reflect on the frailty of Christ, remind us of the  
 frailty of all life. 
 As we cringe at the suffering of Christ, make us mindful of 

suffering throughout the world. 
 

 As we witness the death of Christ, bring to our awareness all 
those who die in pain, 

 The pain of hunger, the indifference of those who pass by, 
the violence of streets where life is cheap, the innocent 
struck down by war or acts of terror. 

 
 Gracious God, deep in the human heart is an unquenchable 

trust that life does not end with death. 
 Like a seed which is buried in order to bring forth life, 

Christ goes to the tomb to usher in new life. 
 

 We trust that we too will be raised to new life, in this world, 
here and now, and in the mystery of what lies beyond death it-
self. 

 We trust that the whole world will be born anew, that your 
kingdom is coming as a new heaven and a new earth. We 
watch, Lord, and we wait. We watch and we wait. 
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The Christ-candle is removed and carried out  
 

THEN THE CHURCH IS PLUNGED  
INTO DARKNESS AND SILENCE.   

 
The tolling of the steeple bell- thirty-three times 
    in remembrance and honor of Jesus’ 33 years  

of life and ministry on this earth  
 

(A time of Silent Meditation and Prayer) 
 

The Light of the Christ-Candle silently returns,  
the first faint ray of the unthinkable miracle to come   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The lights come up in the church  

when the Christ Candle is set in place. 
 
 We adore you, O Christ and we bless you. 
 By your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

When you “depart in peace”,  
please do so in SILENCE  

without vocal greeting or words to anyone  
in order to maintain the mood of Tenebrae  

for others and yourself 
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Known to be hospitalized or in need of prayers 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

Robert Scheifla, Elliana Meyers, Bob Simonson, Zach, 

Deborah Wilczak, Bob Gozdziak Sr., Linda Green, Ann 
Hoffman, Carol Graham, The Friends and Family of Carol 
McClinotck 

Announcements for the bulletins are due at noon on Wednesday. 
Good News articles are due on the 15th of every month.  

 
In person office hours by appointment only. 

Phone Call Hours: Monday:9am-Noon 
Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 

We will remove names from the prayer list after four weeks 
unless informed otherwise. 

Current Worship Schedule on Sundays: 
9:00am– Drive in Worship Service 
10:30am– In Person/ Online Streamed Service 

3/28 Giving: 1873.00 

Please note, starting Monday April 5th, we will be returning to 
regular office hours 9 to 2 Monday through Thursday. 
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Thursday 4/1 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday 4/2  7:00pm Good Friday Service 

Saturday 4/3 5:30pm Easter Vigil Service 

Sunday 4/4 7:00am In Person/ Online Easter  
Service 

Sunday 4/4 9:00am Drive in Easter Service 

Sunday 4/4 10:30am In Person/ Online Easter  
Service 

Tuesday 4/6 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Thursday 4/8 7:00pm Handbell Choir 

Thursday 4/8 7:30pm Queen City Chordsmen  
Rehearsal 

Friday 4/9 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Saturday 4/10 5:30pm In person/ online service 

Sunday 4/11 9:00am Drive in service 

Sunday 4/11 10:30am In person/ online service 

Sunday 4/11 11:30am Confirmation 

Calendar of Events 
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If you are a member and do not have offering envelopes please 
place your name and contact information on the list in the 
narthex.  Once you place your information  on the list then our 
financial team will contact you to set up your envelopes.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
Find us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster to keep up to date with 
information and connect with other members of our 
congregation! 

2021 Envelopes are available for pick up 

Confirmation Dates: 
All meetings at 11:30am 
 
Sunday April 11th 
Sunday April 25th 
 
Sunday May 9th 
Sunday May 23rd 

Sunday June 6th 
Sunday June 20th 

If would like your email included on our church email list, 
please write it down and put it in the offering plate.  
 
If you would like the monthly “Good News” newsletter 
emailed to you instead of physically mailed, please write your 
name and email with a note and put it in the offering plate. The 
Good News issues are also available on the website 
(stjohnslanc.org). 

If you would like to receive communion elements the sanctuary 
will be open Wednesday evenings by appointment only. Contact 
Pastor Jamie at 716-848-9683 if you are interested. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an inviting  

environment for spreading God’s Word through worship,  
teaching and fellowship  to address the spiritual needs  

of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

David Anthony, President (435-8635) 
Kathy Konstabel, Vice-President (364-1044) 

Karen McClintock, Secretary (683-1808)  
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer (583-1061 ) 

Linda Dean (683-5638) 

Cheryl Helwig (668-8760) 
Sharon Keller (683-8744) 

Jamie Kloc (353-1613) 
Megan Miller ( 684-0961) 
David Nester (681-9716) 
Gary Rudz (829-9618) 

Kelly Sieracki (868-3023) 
Janet Sincebaugh (651-4685)  

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of copyright   
licenses #100090-S from Augsburg Fortress Publishing and CCLI#3084450. 

 
Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 

Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson 
-Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue 

Lancaster, NY 14086 
Office 683-8972 

www.stjohnslanc.org, stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 

Office Phone Hours Monday:9am-Noon Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 
In person office hours by appointment only 


