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WHAT IS THE EASTER VIGIL? 
 

The Easter Vigil is an expression of our journey with Christ. Each 
of the three expressions of this service points to some facet of our         
passage from death to life with Christ. 

 
1st Expression:  The candles are lit from the paschal candle, a 

symbol of Christ’s glorious resurrection from the dead. The light of 
Christ leads us from the darkness of sin to the light of forgiveness. 

 
2nd Expression: The readings remind us of our baptismal passage 

from death to life. The creation story prefigures our journey from the 
spiritual chaos of sin and death to eternal life in Christ. The exodus 
story is a reminder that we have been rescued from the slavery of sin 
and brought to the promised land of  righteousness in Christ.  Isaiah’s 
prophecy reminds us of all that Christ provides.  Ezekiel’s prophecy 
of the valley of dry bones points to our reception of the life-giving 
Holy Spirit.  Paul’s message to the church in Roman reminds us that 
in the waters of Baptism we are bound to Christ in life and in death. 

 
3rd Expression: The focus shifts to the font, as we celebrate the 

central act of Christ leading us from sin and death to new life with 
him through baptism. This affirmation of baptism reminds us that 
through our baptism we die and rise again with Christ. We have been 
cleansed from sin and “sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever.”  

 
The Easter Vigil ends with the Good News that the tomb is empty! 

We wait for the dawn of Easter to come so that we may reclaim our 
proclamation that, 

 “He is risen indeed!” 
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THE VIGIL OF EASTER 

 
The Greeting 
 

Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending.  
To Christ belongs all time and all the ages; to Christ belongs 
glory and dominion now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when 
our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather 
with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. 
This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the 
word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim 
Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's triumph over 
sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 

 
The Evening Prayer 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray...Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night 
shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your 
church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 
worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light 
in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn         WOV 718 
             “Here in This Place” 

The Pastor and Deacon light their candles off of the Paschal 
Candle and then share that light with the congregation as a    
reminder that Christ is our light that scatters the darkness.   
The candles are to remain lit through the service of lessons. 
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The First Lesson                                                 Genesis 1:26-31 
 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God 
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  God 
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  God said, 
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 

 
Silence for reflection 
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The Second Lesson                            Exodus 14:21-31a              
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after 
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire 
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw 
the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is 
fighting for them against Egypt.”  Then the LORD said to 
Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 
depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through 
the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from 
the Egyptians. 

 
Silence for reflection 
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The Third Lesson                                                    Isaiah 55:1-9 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that 
have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.  Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that 
which does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is 
good, and delight  yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, 
and come to me; listen, so that you may live.  I will make with 
you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for   Da-
vid.  See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a  leader and 
commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that 
you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run 
to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Isra-
el, for he has glorified you.  Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake 
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return 
to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.   For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
Silence for Reflection 
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The Fourth Lesson                                               Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied as I had been command-
ed; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multi-
tude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope 

is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you  



 10 

up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD.” 

 
Silence for Reflection 
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The Fifth Lesson                                               Romans 6:3-11 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will cer-
tainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must con-
sider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Je-
sus. 

 
Silence for Reflection 
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The Intercessory Prayers 
 
 Hear us O God, Your mercy is great. 

 ...To you, Living God, we commend ourselves and all 
for whom we pray, trusting in the one with whom we have 
been raised to new life, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 
The Extinguishing of the Candles 
 

As smoke rises from a flame so shall our prayers rise 
towards the heavens.  I invite you now to extinguish your 
flames and remember that our Heavenly Father has received 
our prayers and shall answer them in his infinite wisdom.   

The Affirmation Hymn       WOV 698 
“We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus” 
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The Meditation 
 
The Profession of Faith 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we 
come before God to make public affirmation of baptism into 
Christ. I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject 
sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 We renounce them. 
 

 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
 God? We renounce them. 
  

 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 We renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

 and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  virgin 
 Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
 and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day 
 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
 the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Affirmation of Baptism 
 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you in-
tend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 
baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve 
all  people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth?   
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
At this time I invite those who wish to affirm their baptism 

 to come forward. 
 

Those wishing to affirm their baptism are invited to stand  
before the font to receive a blessing.  Pastor will use water 

 for the blessing as a reminder of your baptismal claim.  
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Let us pray….We give you thanks, O God, that through    
water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 
from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people 
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of   counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Gospel Lesson                                                   John 20:1-18 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture that he must rise from 
the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes. But 
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you  weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was  Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the   gardener, she said to him, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away. 
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The Sending Hymn                              WOV 721    
“Go My Children With My Blessing” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in  
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).   Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet as-
cended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Known to be hospitalized or in need of prayers 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

Robert Scheifla, Elliana Meyers, Bob Simonson, Zach, 

Deborah Wilczak, Bob Gozdziak Sr., Linda Green, Ann 
Hoffman, Carol Graham, The Friends and Family of Carol 
McClinotck 

Announcements for the bulletins are due at noon on Wednesday. 
Good News articles are due on the 15th of every month.  

 
In person office hours by appointment only. 

Phone Call Hours: Monday:9am-Noon 
Tuesday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 

We will remove names from the prayer list after four weeks 
unless informed otherwise. 

Current Worship Schedule on Sundays: 
9:00am– Drive in Worship Service 
10:30am– In Person/ Online Streamed Service 

3/28 Giving: 1873.00 

Please note, starting Monday April 5th, we will be returning to 
regular office hours 9 to 2 Monday through Thursday. 
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Thursday 4/1 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday 4/2  7:00pm Good Friday Service 

Saturday 4/3 5:30pm Easter Vigil Service 

Sunday 4/4 7:00am In Person/ Online Easter  
Service 

Sunday 4/4 9:00am Drive in Easter Service 

Sunday 4/4 10:30am In Person/ Online Easter  
Service 

Tuesday 4/6 7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Thursday 4/8 7:00pm Handbell Choir 

Thursday 4/8 7:30pm Queen City Chordsmen  
Rehearsal 

Friday 4/9 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Saturday 4/10 5:30pm In person/ online service 

Sunday 4/11 9:00am Drive in service 

Sunday 4/11 10:30am In person/ online service 

Sunday 4/11 11:30am Confirmation 

Calendar of Events 
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If you are a member and do not have offering envelopes please 
place your name and contact information on the list in the 
narthex.  Once you place your information  on the list then our 
financial team will contact you to set up your envelopes.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
Find us on Facebook @stjohnslancaster to keep up to date with 
information and connect with other members of our 
congregation! 

2021 Envelopes are available for pick up 

Confirmation Dates: 
All meetings at 11:30am 
 
Sunday April 11th 
Sunday April 25th 
 
Sunday May 9th 
Sunday May 23rd 

Sunday June 6th 
Sunday June 20th 

If would like your email included on our church email list, 
please write it down and put it in the offering plate.  
 
If you would like the monthly “Good News” newsletter 
emailed to you instead of physically mailed, please write your 
name and email with a note and put it in the offering plate. The 
Good News issues are also available on the website 
(stjohnslanc.org). 

If you would like to receive communion elements the sanctuary 
will be open Wednesday evenings by appointment only. Contact 
Pastor Jamie at 716-848-9683 if you are interested. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides an inviting  

environment for spreading God’s Word through worship,  
teaching and fellowship  to address the spiritual needs  

of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Congregation Council 
 

David Anthony, President (435-8635) 
Kathy Konstabel, Vice-President (364-1044) 

Karen McClintock, Secretary (683-1808)  
Kathryn Snyder, Treasurer (583-1061 ) 

Linda Dean (683-5638) 

Cheryl Helwig (668-8760) 
Sharon Keller (683-8744) 

Jamie Kloc (353-1613) 
Megan Miller ( 684-0961) 
David Nester (681-9716) 
Gary Rudz (829-9618) 

Kelly Sieracki (868-3023) 
Janet Sincebaugh (651-4685)  

Printed/projected materials used in this bulletin are included by permission of copyright   
licenses #100090-S from Augsburg Fortress Publishing and CCLI#3084450. 

 
Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 

Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson 
-Rev. John Scarafia 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue 

Lancaster, NY 14086 
Office 683-8972 

www.stjohnslanc.org, stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 

Office Phone Hours Monday-Thursday: 9am-2pm 


